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Example 6th-Grade Yearlong Scope & Sequence
Unit 1 Unit 2

Focus Standards: R.1, R.4, R.10, W.9, W.10 Focus Standards: R.2, R.5, R.7, W.2

Reading Standards 1, 4, 7, 9, and 10 and Writing Standards 4–10 are covered in all four Units.

ARC Literacy Lab: Building a Community  
of Avid Readers & Writers

Informational Reading, Writing, & Research  
in One Science Topic

IRLA: Identify each student’s current reading level and the thing s/
he MOST needs to learn next.

IRLA Toolkit: Teach to student needs in flexible, strategic small 
groups.

SchoolPace: Monitor rate of reading growth in order to intervene 
early.

Framework for Best 
Practices

Integrated Reading & Writing: Students read informational texts to 
write their own informational texts.

Grade-Level Rigor: Use mini-lessons and shared/close reading 
of a grade-level informational text to teach Science content and 
Vocabulary/Comprehension Standards.

Differentiated Support: Students practice applying what’s been taught 
as they research in informational books on the same topic at a wide 
range of reading levels.

Paired Core Texts: 
Fiction and Nonfiction

Hook Book Static Library: 
Engage every student with 
books proven to turn kids 
into avid readers.
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Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er -ir -or -ur
car her girl for purple

Use words I know to read new words. Use final -e.
my by fly hop hope
this miss kiss plan plane
like bike Mike cut cute
will fill still pet Pete
out shout about Tim time

Active Reading Habits
1. When I come to a word I don’t know, I look all the way 

through the word to look for parts I know:
• Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks I know.
• Think of a word that looks the same and rhymes (If 

a∙m is”am”, then h∙a∙m is “ham”).
• Use “r” chunks to read new words (ar, er, ir, or, ur). 
• Use final -e to read new words (hop/hope).
• Use long vowel teams to read new words (each,  

tail, boat).
• Use blends at the end of words (desk/wish).

2. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
3. Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
4. Tell what the book was about: main topic and key 

details or problem and solution.
5. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
6. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

1B: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. *265441*

SC-CCR-1B-V9

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

Active Reading Habits 
1. Read two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
2. Read compound words (something, everybody).
3. Read words with these endings (-ed, -er, -ing, -es, -y, -est).
4. Use double consonant rule (hoping/hopping).
5. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
6. Use what I know to read what I don’t know.
7. Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from  
the text.
Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in the 

correct sequence.
2. Tell 3 things about the main 

character. Compare him/
her to other characters.

3. What is the problem and 
how is it solved? 

4. What is the setting (time 
and place)?

5. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why?

6. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not?

1. Tell the main idea and 
details that support it.

2. Give one fact you learned 
from the pictures and one 
fact you learned from  
the words.

3. What is the one thing 
the author wants you to 
remember from this book? 
How do you know?

4. What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

2B: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory. *265446*

SC-CCR-2B-V9
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (won-der-ful).
2. Use three-letter blends (splash/catch).
3. Read two-syllable words with long vowels (Ruby, even).
4. Read words with these endings (-y, -ly, -ier, -iest).
5. Use all vowel combinations to read new words (ew, oy, oi, ou, etc.).
6. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
7. Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

10. Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 
in the story?

3. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story  
takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know?

1. Tell the main topic of:
• The whole text
• One paragraph or page

2. What did you learn from  
your reading?

3. What questions do you have?

4. What text features does 
your book have for finding 
information quickly? Show 
how you can use them.

5. Why do you think the author 
wrote this book? What was 
the most important thing s/he 
wanted us to learn?

1R: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

*265438*
SC-CCR-1R-V9

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
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Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences:  

In the beginning...  
In the middle...  
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in  
the story?

3. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know?

1. Tell the main topic of:
• The whole text
• One paragraph or page

2. What did you learn from  
your reading?

3. What questions do you have?

4. What text features does your book 
have for finding information quickly? 
Show how you can use them.

5. Why do you think the author wrote 
this book? What was the most 
important thing s/he wanted us  
to learn?

Active Reading Habits
1. Read three- and four-syllable words familiar from everyday 

speech, including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until 

you recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to read words (un-, re-, mis-, -ful, -able, 

-tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t make sense.
5. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
6. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
7. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Finish a 2R chapter book every week.

10. Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales. 

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

2R: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

*265443*
SC-CCR-2R-V9
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Literature
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories.
2. Describe the characters and how their 

actions influence events in the story.
3. Retell the key events of the plot in 

chronological sequence.
4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 

in first or third person?
5. Describe the central problem and 

explain how it is resolved. 
6. What is the central message, lesson, or 

moral? How did the author convey it?
7. How is your point of view on the 

theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Informational Text
1. What is the main idea and how do  

you know?
2. What key facts or ideas support the  

main idea?
3. Does the author state any opinions? What 

is the author’s point of view? How do you 
know? How is yours different?

4. What questions would you ask the author?
5. Show how you can use text features to 

locate information in the text.
6. Explain how the author organizes the 

information (e.g., time sequence, steps in 
a procedure, pro/con, compare/contrast, 
cause/effect, etc.).

Range of Reading
1. Finish a chapter book every week.
2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
3. Read something you like from each of these genres:

• Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
• Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
• Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)
• Poetry and drama

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to  

hypothesize meaning.
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew,  

believed, suspected).
• Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

unknown words.
• Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265456*
SC-CCR-WT-V9

Reader:  Room:  

Wt: Skills Card
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Literature
1. Using specific details from the 

text, describe in depth:
• A major character.
• A minor character.
• The narrator (first or  

third person).
•  The setting (time, place, 

historical era).
• A key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot  
in chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text? 
How do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme? How does 
this compare?

5. What form (genre) of literature 
is this? How do you know? 
Describe its basic  
structural elements.

Informational Text
1. Tell the author’s main idea in one sentence.
2. List the key facts and ideas that support the 

author’s main idea.
3. Summarize the information presented. Tell exactly 

what happened and why. Use specific information 
from the text.

4. What do you think is your author’s opinion or 
perspective on this material? How is it different 
from yours?

5. How did the author organize the information (e.g., 
chronological order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, exposition, etc.)?

6. Was this a firsthand or secondhand account? How 
do you know?

7. Explain one of the graphic features in the text 
(e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, maps, 
tables, etc.) and describe how the information 
adds to the rest  
of the text.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
4. Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science,  

and History.
5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., whispered vs. grumbled).
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

Describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265442*
SC-CCR-BK-V9

Reader:  Room:  

Bk: Skills Card
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Or: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  
Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to  

hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 

personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
Literature
1. From what genre is this text? What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following literary 
elements in the text: 
• Plot (conflict and resolution)
• Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
• Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
• Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those  
of another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
• Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 

etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? What 

did you already know about the subject? 
2. What are two or more main ideas in the 

text? State each of them in one sentence. 
3. What reasons and evidence does the 

author give to support each of these  
main ideas? 

4. How does the author organize the 
information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/
con, cause/effect, chronological  
sequence, etc.)? 

5. Compare the organizational structure 
above with another text. 

6. What is the author’s opinion or point of 
view on the material? How does it differ  
from yours?

7. Select two individuals, events, ideas or 
concepts and explain how they are related. 

8. Interpret one of the graphic features in 
the text (e.g., charts, maps, illustrations, 
diagrams, time lines, tables, etc.) and 
explain how the information adds to the 
rest of the text. 

*265450*
SC-CCR-OR-V9
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Pu: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical 

Fiction, Biography, Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Contemporary Fiction.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.
5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone  

reminding you.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in this 
genre or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes toward a resolution. 
Include how the characters change 
along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text to 
support your thinking. How does this 
reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza and describe how it fits into the 
overall structure of the text. How does 
it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a  
different genre.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? 

What did you already know about  
this subject?

2. Provide an objective summary of the 
text in one sentence.

3. Determine a central idea of the text and 
explain how it is supported by  
key details.

4. Analyze in detail how a key idea, event, 
or person is introduced, described, and 
developed in the text.

5. Select a key word, sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section and describe how it 
fits into the overall structure of the text 
and helps develop the central idea.

6. Trace the author’s argument. Which 
claims are supported with valid reasons 
and evidence? Which are not?

7. Determine the author’s point of view or 
purpose for writing and how it  
is conveyed.

8. Compare and contrast two authors’ 
presentations of the same topic.

*265449*
SC-CCR-PU-V9
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1Br: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book every other week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical 

Fiction, Biography, Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Contemporary Fiction.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.
5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Identify the genre of this text. Compare 

this book to other books in the same 
genre. Is the author’s use of the key 
elements of the genre typical or 
atypical? Why?

2. Determine the theme. Discuss how the 
theme is developed by the author from 
the beginning to the end of the text. 

3. Analyze the effect of the setting on one 
of the characters and/or the events as 
they unfold.

4. Find an example of figurative language. 
Describe its effect on meaning  
and mood.

5. Discuss the author’s choice of key 
characters. What roles did each play? 
What points of view or perspectives 
did each hold? Why was each chosen?  
Which is closest to yours? Why?

6. Does the author refer to any real 
people, geographical locations, or 
historical events in this text? How and 
why are they used? In what ways does 
s/he alter them for the purpose of the 
text? Are these choices effective?

Informational Text
1. Determine two central ideas and explain 

how the author develops them over the 
course of the text.

2. Do individuals shape ideas and 
events, or do ideas and events shape 
individuals? Use the information in this 
text to support your position.

3. Analyze the structure the author chose 
for organizing the ideas presented: 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, pro/
con, chronological, sequential, logic, 
problem/solution, etc.

4. Describe an author’s basic argument, 
point of view, or purpose for writing. 
How are other positions presented? 
What is your position on this topic?

5. Evaluate the author’s case. Are the 
facts and reasoning valid, sufficient, 
and relevant? Has it influenced your 
thinking on the subject? How? 

*265440*
SC-CCR-1BR-V9
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2Br: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book every other week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical Fiction, Science 

Fiction, Fantasy, Contemporary Fiction, Biography, Autobiography, and Memoir.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
Vocabulary & Language
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it 
probably means. Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without 
changing the meaning. Check the meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Who is the author of this text and what do 

you know about him/her? What can  
you infer?

2. Determine the theme. Discuss how the 
theme is developed by the author through 
his/her choice of characters, setting,  
and plot. 

3. Speculate on the author’s position on this 
theme and purpose for writing and how it 
might be related to what you know about 
the background of the author. 

4. What is the most important moment/
incident in the development of the main 
character? Why is this moment  
so important?

5. Find an example of figurative language. 
Describe its effect on meaning and mood.

6. Discuss the author’s choice of key 
characters. Why was each chosen?  What 
roles did each play? What points of view 
or perspectives did each hold? Which was 
probably closest to the author’s? Which is 
closest to yours? Why?

7. What recurring theme, story event, or 
character from texts of the past (myths, 
traditional stories, or religious works) did 
you find in this work?

Informational Text
1. Who is the author of this text and what do you 

know about him/her? What can you infer?
2. Determine the central idea of the text and 

explain how the author uses supporting ideas 
and evidence to lay out his/her argument  
or exposition.

3. Based on this central idea, speculate on the 
author’s point of view or purpose for writing 
and how it might be related to what you 
know about the background of the author.

4. Do individuals shape ideas and events, or do 
ideas and events shape individuals? Use the 
information in this text to support  
your position.

5. Identify the paragraph and the sentence that, 
in your opinion, are the most important 
ones in the text. Explain what makes them 
crucial to the development of the argument 
or concept.

6. How does the author handle conflicting 
positions or evidence? Does this treatment 
of other viewpoints help or hurt the 
persuasiveness of his/her argument? 

7. Evaluate the author’s case. Are the facts and 
reasoning valid, sufficient, and relevant? Has 
it influenced your thinking on the subject? 
How?

*265445*
SC-CCR-2BR-V9
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Si: Skills Card
Reader:  Room:  

Literary Analysis
Key Questions for Literature Key Questions for Informational Text

C
en

tr
al

 
Id

ea
s What is the theme? How does it develop from 

the beginning to the end of this text?

What is the main idea or central argument? 
How does it develop from the beginning to 
the end of this text?

K
ey

 D
et

ai
ls

What elements of the text best support your 
argument that this is the theme of the text?

Describe the following literary elements in 
the text, using evidence from the text. Explain 
how each contributes to your argument for the 
central theme: 

• Plot (main events, conflict, rising action, 
climax, falling action, resolution)

• Characters (motivations of major and minor 
characters, complex characters)

• Setting (time, day, year, historical period, 
place, situation)

What is the central conflict and how does it 
relate to the theme? How is it resolved? Why?

Which character in this book is most 
conflicted? Why? How does this internal 
conflict advance the plot or develop the theme?

What elements of the text best support your 
argument that this is the central/main idea 
of the text?

What reasoning does the author use to 
support the central argument? Is it valid? Is 
any of it fallacious?

What evidence does he/she give to support 
it? Is it relevant and sufficient?

Which of the author’s claims have good 
supporting evidence? Which don’t? Why?

Is there evidence used that doesn’t actually 
support the claim?

Has s/he convinced you? Why or why not? 
What evidence would have made a  
stronger argument?

U
se

 o
f L

an
gu

ag
e

Describe the way this author uses language. 
What kinds of words/phrases does he/she use? 
Why?

What is the effect of his/her language choices 
on the text’s meaning, sense of time and place, 
and tone?

Which words/phrases struck you as important, 
unusual, or interesting? Why?

How does the author’s use of language relate to 
the central theme?

Describe the way this author uses language. 
What kinds of words/phrases does he/she 
use? Why?

What if the effect of his/her language choices 
on the text’s meaning, sense of time and 
place, and tone?

Which words/phrases struck you as 
important, unusual, or interesting? Why?

How does the author’s use of language relate 
to the main idea/central argument?

*265447*
SC-CCR-SI-V9

Vocabulary
Find a word you don’t know and would like to learn. Use the context to figure out what it probably means. 
Think of a word or phrase that could take its place in the book without changing the meaning. Check the 
meaning in a dictionary. Use the word in a sentence. Learn it.

Grades 6-8

Informational Research Lab
Instructional Framework

Foreword by JEFFREY WILHELM

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

Student’s Name: ________________________________________

RE
SE

ARCH

LABS #1 Drafting
Informational Writing

1 Final Project Organizers: Complete your Final Project 
Organizer.

2
Models: Look through examples of informational books to 
see how they are organized: cover, title page, dedication, 
table of contents, text, illustrations, glossary, captions, etc. 
Look for good ideas.

3
Create Your Draft Book: Create a draft book by stapling 
blank pages in the same size and shape as your finished book. 
Use this paper book to design and write your draft copy.

4
Page Plan: Plan what will go on each page of your book: 
dedication, index, text, illustration, etc. Label every page of 
your draft book, using Post-Its or pieces of paper and tape.

5
Content Plan: Decide what content you will put into your 
book and how it will be organized. Create your table of 
contents.

6

Page Layout: Plan each page of text. Where will the words 
go, and where will the illustrations go? Cut out pieces of 
paper in the right size and shape for the text on each page. 
Tape or staple in place lightly. Using paper cutouts will allow 
you to draft, revise, and edit your text without having to 
redo your draft book.

7

Draft: Using your organizers, choose the big idea that 
you want to communicate for your first chapter. Create an 
interesting topic sentence that clearly communicates your 
big idea. Provide details to explain and support it. Repeat for 
each chapter.

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

Student’s Name: ________________________________________

RE
SE

ARCH

LABS

Author Editor

Word Usage

First-, second-, or third-person narrator is consistent.

Verbs agree with nouns and pronouns.

Verb tense is consistent.

Sentence Structure

There are no sentence fragments.

There are no run-on sentences.

The sentences used are varied in type.

Punctuation

Every sentence ends with an end mark (. ? ! ).

Words in lists are separated by commas.

Direct quotations are set up correctly.

Apostrophes are used correctly.

Capitalization

Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 
begins with a capital letter.

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 
letter.

“I” is capitalized.

Spelling

Every word is spelled correctly.

Homonyms have been double-checked.

#3 Editing

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

Student’s Name: ________________________________________

RE
SE

ARCH

LABS #2 Revising
Informational Writing

Read your first draft out loud. Ask yourself: Date 
Complete

1. Focus 

• Who is my audience? 

• What do I want my reader to learn (main ideas)? 

Rework to clarify/develop your main ideas. Remove anything 
that doesn’t contribute to your focus. 

2. Content

• Complete: Have I included the most significant and 
relevant facts, definitions, examples, and concrete details to 
support my ideas? 

• Accurate: Is this information accurate? 

• Credible: Are my sources credible? 

3. Organization

• Are my ideas presented in the most effective order/
structure? 

• Have I used headings and/or visuals?

• Do transition words help the reader move through each 
paragraph and between paragraphs easily?

Reorganize and revise to make your writing a unified whole.

4. Style

Read good examples of informational writing. Rewrite your 
book so that it sounds the way you want it to sound. Read it 
out loud and keep reworking it until you love it. Use precise 
language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

Student’s Name: ________________________________________

RE
SE

ARCH

LABS

Date Complete
1. Draft Book: Decide what will go on each page 

of your book. Label each page with a Post-it to 
prevent major mistakes.

2. Plan Location of Words: Decide how the text will 
relate to the illustrations. Will the words be at the 
bottom? In dialogue bubbles? In the middle with 
illustrations for borders? Look for good ideas in 
other books. 

3. Plan What Goes on Each Page: Divide your final 
draft into pages. Plan what illustrations, charts, 
or diagrams will go on each page. Make sure the 
graphics reflect the content on that page.

4. Select Style for Illustrations & Graphics: Study 
the graphics and artwork in other books. What 
style do you like? How will you use illustrations to 
contribute to your focus or purpose?

5. Complete Illustrations & Graphics: Draw your 
pictures and design your graphics. Make sure your 
illustrations show the real environment of your 
main character or topic. This may involve more 
research.

6. Write the Text: Type or write your piece and put it 
into the book.

7. Complete Special Text Features: Design and 
write your special sections. Use other authors’ 
work as models (e.g., title page, dedication, 
glossary, About the Author).

8. About the Author Page: Consider including your 
photograph on your About the Author page.

#4 Publishing
Informational Writing
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  Name:     Room:   

   

Final Project Organizer
Process/Product:     

Process/Product Rock Cycle Plate Tectonics Geologic Time Earth as a System
Importance to 

Society
Control

Describe this geological 
process/product 

including how it is 
made.

Diagram the layers 
of the Earth. How 

this process/product 
is produced by the 
rock cycle and/or 

interactions among the 
layers of the Earth?

Explain the theory of 
plate tectonics. How 
does plate tectonics 

impact where this 
process/product is most 

likely to be located?

Create a timeline 
showing Earth’s history 
in geologic time. How is 
the concept of geologic 

time important to the 
study of geology and 

your process/product?

Draw a diagram of the 
Earth’s systems. How 

does this process/
product impact each of 

the systems?

How is this process/
product important to 

human societies?

In what ways have 
scientists and engineers 

worked to control or 
utilize this process/

product?

Final Project Organizer Overview
Use this form as a reminder of the different kinds of information you need to explore. Take notes on the full-page 
Final Project Organizer provided for each category.

© 2013 by American Reading Company™

Reader: _____________________________ Room: ___________

Select a geological process/event (e.g., volcano, erosion) or 
product (e.g., oil, diamonds) to research.

Research Questions:

1. Describe this geological process/product.

2. Diagram the layers of the Earth. How is this process/product 
produced by the rock cycle and/or interactions among the 
layers of the Earth?

3. Explain the theory of plate tectonics. How does plate tectonics 
impact where this process/product is most likely to be located?

4. Create a timeline showing Earth’s history in geologic time. 

How is the concept of geologic time important to the study of 
geology and your process/product?

5. Draw a diagram of the Earth’s systems. How does this process/
product impact each of the systems? 

6. How is this process/product important to human societies? 

7. In what ways have scientists and engineers worked to control 
or utilize this process/product?

*196590*
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